
January 5, 2021

Colorado READ Act 
Update



The Colorado Reading to Ensure Academic Development Act (Colorado 
READ Act) was passed by the Colorado Legislature in 2012, giving the state 
the guiding philosophy, structure and resources to get children reading at 
grade level by the time they enter the fourth grade. 

Requirements:
● Assessment
● Development and Implementation of READ Plans
● District Reporting
● Early Literacy Fund (Per Pupil Funding)
● Accountability and Unified Improvement Planning
● Advisory list of Programming and Professional Development
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Colorado READ Act 
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● K-3 Teacher Training - Requires all K – 3 teachers to complete evidence-based 
training in teaching reading by 2021 - 2022.*

● Unified Improvement Planning - Revised UIP to include reading assessments, 
curriculum and instructional programs, as well as their intervention services and 
professional development plans. 

● External Evaluation - Outside evaluator to conduct a multiyear evaluation to measure 
the effectiveness of READ Act implementation in all districts. 

● Per-Pupil Intervention Fund Distribution and Use - Requires annual budget 
submission and expands allowable uses for funds.

READ Act Changes (SB19-199)

Source - READ Act - SB 199 Update

https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/readactupdatessb19199


Note:
● Previous 

advanced 
degrees in 
literacy may 
not meet this 
new 
requirement

● Any option 
must include 
an end of the 
course 
assessment
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Note:
● First priority 

for training 
will be staff 
providing 
direct 
instruction for 
grades K-3

● Additional 
staff will be 
encouraged to 
complete 
training as 
necessary



Note:
● Currently, not 

all pathways 
are viable 
options for 
teachers.

● Over 600 
DCSD staff are 
enrolled in 
CDE provided 
training
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Note:
● Teachers will 

earn “READ 
Act 
Designation” 
on license

● CDE will 
launch new 
licensing 
system for 
documenting 
designation

https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeprof/covid19licensureconcerns
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Note:
● In November, 

State Board of 
Education 
extended the 
due date for 
training until 
January 2022

● Per pupil 
funding for 
22-23 sy will 
be contingent 
on reporting

● Reporting 
details  will be 
released by 
CDE in the 
future

https://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/20201112sbemeeting


(C.R.S 22-7-1209(2)(b)) - The department shall create an advisory list of 
evidence-based or scientifically based instructional programming in reading 
and supporting technologies, including software, for assessing and monitoring 
student progress that local education providers are encouraged to use. 

2020 Advisory List of Instructional Programming
● Core Programming
● Supplemental Programming
● Intervention Programming

Advisory list is applicable to programs for grades K - 3.
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Colorado READ Act - Advisory List 

Source - READ Act - 2020 Advisory List

https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/advisorylistofinstructionalprogramming2020


#DCSDTOGETHER

District Purchase 2020-21sy
(January 2020)

Instructional Programming 

Phonics (K-3) Intervention

Benchmark 
Workshop
Phonics and Word 
Study Workshop 
modules

CDE Advisory List
Core Program (K-3)

Learning A-Z - 
Raz-Plus
(Elementary)

CDE Advisory List 
Supplemental Program 
(1-3)

Wilson Fundations CDE Advisory List 
Supplemental Program 
(K-3)

READ 180/System 44 
(MS/HS)

Source - READ Act - 2020 Advisory List

https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/benchmarkeducationbenchmarkworkshopsummary
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/benchmarkeducationbenchmarkworkshopsummary
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/advisorylistofinstructionalprogramming2020
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Does the READ Act require that instructional programming is scientifically-based and 
evidence based? 

Yes, as outlined in statute (C.R.S.22-7-1204), instructional programming used to instruct 
students in reading in grades kindergarten through third grade must be scientifically based 
and evidence-based and must focus on reading competency in the areas of phonemic 
awareness, phonics, vocabulary development, reading fluency, including oral skills, and 
reading competency.

Frequently Asked Questions

Source - READ Act FAQ

https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/faqsb19199
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If we are not currently using a CDE approved core reading program, does this mean 
that we cannot receive READ funds in the future?

In order to receive per-pupil intervention funds in a budget year, an LEP must meet specific 
requirements outlined in statute (C.R.S. 22-7-1210.5(3)(b)). If per pupil funds are used to 
purchase a core program, the program must be selected from programs on the advisory list 
of approved core programming. 

The READ Act requires that instructional programming used to instruct students in reading in 
grades kindergarten through third grade must be scientifically based and evidence-based 
and must focus on reading competency in the areas of phonemic awareness, phonics, 
vocabulary development reading fluency, including oral skills, and reading 
competency (C.R.S. 22-7-1204). This programming does not need to be listed on the CDE 
approved list if per-pupil funds are not used to purchase the programming. 

Frequently Asked Questions

Source - READ Act FAQ

https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/faqsb19199
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SB 19-199 updated allowable uses of Per Pupil Intervention Funds (C.R.S 22-7-1210.5) 
● Operate a summer school literacy program. 
● Purchase core reading instructional programs that are included on the READ Act 

advisory list. 
● Purchase and/or provide approved targeted, evidence based or scientifically based 

intervention services to students which may include services provided by a reading 
interventionist. 

● Purchase tutoring services. 
● Provide technology, including software that is on the advisory list of instructional 

programming; may include professional development for use of technology. 
● Purchase from a BOCES the services of a reading specialist or reading interventionist.
● Provide professional development programming to support K – 3 educators in teaching 

reading.

READ Act Per Pupil Funding

Source - READ Act - SB 199 Update

https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/readactupdatessb19199
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Next Steps:
● Continue to provide guidance and information regarding 

training opportunities for staff
● Monitor staff completion of evidence-based training
● Review MOY data
● Complete resources audit per CDE requirements
● Review CDE approved programs (submit for BOE 

approval, if necessary)
● Revise budget submission for CDE
● Submit end of the year student data

READ Act
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Priority Student Outcomes

Promote Student 
Engagement and 

Well-Being

Prepare All 
Students for 

Post-Graduation 
Success

Improve 
Academic 

Achievement and 
Growth for All 

Students

All Students Have 
Equitable Access 
to a High-Quality 

Education


